One of the most frequent conditions encountered in gynaecological practice is that known as functional uterine haemorrhage or, as some writers prefer to call it, dysfunctional uterine haemorrhage. Although a very large volume of literature has accumulated on this subject in recent years, the term ' functional uterine haemorrhage ' still tends to be illdefined and is subject to varied interpretation by different workers. In most instances, however, it is applied to cases of abnormal uterine bleeding occurring in the absence of any palpable lesion of the pelvic organs which might explain it.
On the other hand, several writers speak of functional uterine haemorrhage due to genital infection. Smith (1944) Many writers have discussed the question of functional uterine bleeding in young girls, although in most of these papers the number of patients has been small. Cases of this type form a relatively small proportion of all cases of functional uterine haemorrhage. In a previous paper (Sutherland, 1949a) Weingart (1937) , who reviews the literature in some detail, Hamblen and Sprunt (1937) and Charbonnel and Eingenbach (1938) .
A number of other writers have described cases in which it has been found necessary to resort to such drastic measures as hysterectomy or oophorectomy. (Sutherland, 1949a) .
In the opinion of the writer, it is absolutely essential to carry out diagnostic curettage in all cases of well-established abnormal uterine bleeding in young patients, irrespective of age. In fact, it is considered that it is impossible to make a diagnosis of functional uterine bleeding at any age until curettage has been carried out and the endometrium has been examined histologically. In a previous communication (Sutherland, 1949a) (Sutherland, 1950b (Sutherland, 1943) (Sutherland, 1949a In a previous paper (Sutherland, 1949a (Sutherland, 1949a & b) and the subject is also discussed fully by Buxton (1941) (Sutherland, 1949b Novak (1946) and in a previous review by the writer (Sutherland, 1949b) . Kreis (1939) surveys in detail the various methods of treating this condition in young girls. Novak (194(i) (Sutherland, 1042 (Sutherland, 1942) (Sutherland, 1949b (Sutherland, , 1950a 
